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FOREWORD
by

M. ERISHNAMACHARIAR

MeAn Mooy FH B Mo R As S¢

The Old Adage that when 5,000 years of Kali pass, there
will be Parna-sankara (confusion of castes) 1s bke all adages
comng true.  The dawn of change m social 1deas was noticer
able as early as the fifties of the last century and a slow on-
dlanght on orthodov concepts of 1 bfe was Jaunched
through the Legislature by the mtroductron oF the Hindu Widows
Remarnage Bl As usual with such attempts of mierference with

long adapted usages of a vast there was
able epposiion, but the evcusc that that was only a permussie
measure prevailed with the Legislature.  But the 4 ' was

as mactne as 1t was mnocent for over half a ceatur. The
advent of schisms in Hinduwsm ushered ta by veformers of Vedie
religion. such as the founders of the Brahmo and Arya Samajas
leda wider attack on strct orthodaty Buar it was after the
Tapse of full 5,000 years of Kali that these forces of disruption
which  had sprung up rather unconsciously w  differcat
parts of the country and in different spheres of hfe began 1o
converge, as if they were 1solated foes forming an alliance for the
annihlation of what according to modern ideas—deas that have
grown with hightnimg speed elsewhers on the Globe—s too archaic
and unratinal ta endare 2oy longer The passing of the Sarda Act
which rode rough over the honest opmions of consciencious
objectors was an mauguration of a nigorous compagn; and the
adoption of a programme of Removal of Untouchabilty by lhs
Indian National Gongress has engendered of "¢l

wm a large number of Hindus who tll now baw been kept away
from communial amenities by “pricstly tyranmy”. -

Alongside of the<e changes, socrat and rebgious an under
cirent of polincal thoaght arose, secking support from mere
numbers m a warld of democratic mnstitutions founded on ndna-
dual and i franch Popul hercfore counts,
and population forms tsclf mto cl:xssts swayed by oreeds.
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pahitical and spintual  Other rehigions recrunt therr following
by proslytisabon but Hindu India does not countenance
an artfienal augmentation of the number of the scions of Vedic
religion  This conservatism has Jed 1t 1s thought. to a weaken-
sng of the Hindu fold and the propagation of conersion on
the one side by Christian and on the other sde by Muhamadan
mussions has  affected the nghtful crde of Hindu somety
From this mood of apprehension has anscn the movement of
Suddh (It punfication ) by imnaton

An apprecuation of these conditions and opintons has led
the Travancare Durbar to wusue the Peoclamaton of Temple
entry inculcating the removal of untouchabilty

You may call 1t courage of conviction o effect reforma
tive changes i social and religious usages but that courage has
not yet gone to the extent of discarding the sayings of ancient
sages based on the Revealed Scriptures So it 1s that any one and
every one that leads a reform tries to ferret out an authonty from
the self same seriptures sceptic as he 12 on their ment wod
that 13 done by of and inter
That 1s legslaton by legal hicion Opinions have therefore
come to be dinded on the sastraic validity of these refarming
smovements through and out of the Legslatures ,

To these several ansloughts on the Vedic religion which
some call Brahminism 1s due likewase the view that though caste
eystem (varnesrama) may by its-lf be mentorous the dis

PP of social retation: nanital for 1nstance — not sty

traceable 1 1ts causes should no longer be contenanced and a
mode of unfication of the sub castes should be divised and
adopted without delay

Osthodox scholars of Hindu Theology and Rehgion
have therefore been compelled to exercise thewe minds over a
wevieis of the Ysirs precepts and sancuons and the possibiity of
thewr adaptability to the current sdeas of socsal relavons The
obyect of this work (Dharmapradips) s to Mumine the recesses
of Dharma and to enlighten zociety on the meaning and mport
of the sastras by bringing together the relevent texts and glosses

30 s to display at a glance what of atall can be conceded to the
reformers of society
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This works runs accordingly mto four Prakasas {chapters)
on Pramana, Jatr, Suddht and Vivaha.

The furst chapter vecapttulates the sources of Dharma
(Law), srut, smnt ete In this array of sources, come last
Dharmagna-samaya (conventions of the knowers of the Law)
and A Lushis (self- £ or dictate of conscience).
Much haa been made out of these two heads of sources and s
them centres all legal legerdemamn. It 1s asserted that whatever
may be the ment of these two sources of authonty, srufs
18 supreme and that any attempt to get over the ngour of a usage
must @ tself accord with the rules of Sruts =nd of Smntn
If the lang 15 called the shaper of society and the tmes ( Raja
kalasya karanam') what are the functions of a lung ? what are his
powers of innovation ? and of he has any, what are the hmitations
that errcumseribe kingly prerogative 7

Practices current in the previous yugas were m some
instances prohibited by the law givers for the Kali age and those
prohibitions are sct out i Kahvaryyaprakerana, The ment of
this repealing and declaratory legislation” has been the subject

of controversy and on thosa rules of prohibition rest many orthe-
dax usages unquestioned 1n India for 5000 years What 1s the
real basis of these prohibitions? This chapter discusses the rulea
m the light of les of it and distingur-
shing them as prasajya-pratishedha and not paryudasa shows a
way for o reasonable lock at the precepts of sastras
The next chapter 15 on the castessystem ‘What
docs Jati mean? Jati s Varna Is Jau determmed by guna
and karma and not by the mere aceident of bith?  Allied to
this enguuey 1s a learned disquisition on the ongin of Jatn on
peran, wd geran allsgleta woth, 2 adllanen aad drdanan.of
the ancient anthorties  In this 1= included the question of temple-
cntry for nvarnas  There are here copious references to srutss,
smritis and agamas and to ayurveda and silpa on the nature of
the sanctity predicated for temples and deities mstalled in them
and on the nead for the preservation of ther spintual encrgy by
avadance of pollution which may be caused by the entry of
persons Which the Agamas prohubit by expression Al that can
be smd for and aganst the proposed cmancipation of avarnas
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polical and spintual  Other religians recruit therr following
by prosiytsaton but Hinda India does not countenance
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This works runs accordingly mto four Prakasas (chapters)
on Promana Jat: Suddhi and Vivaha

The first chapter recapitulates the sources of Dharma
(Law) srub smet et In this array of sources come last
Dharmagna samaya (conventions of the knowers of the Law)
and Aimanas-tushés (self-satisfaction or dictate of conscience)
Mouch has been made out of these two leads of sources and 1n
them centres all Jegal legerdemain It 1s asserted that whatever
may be the mert of these two sources of authonty sruft
18 supreme and that any attempt 1o get over the ngour of a usage
must m atself accord with the rules of Sruti and of Smnt
If the king 15 called the shaper of society and the tmes ( Raja
kalasya karanam ) what are the functions of a king ? what are his
powers of innovation ? and if he has any what are the luntatians
that aircumseribe kingly prerogative ?

Practices current in the previous yugas were m some
instances protuinted by the law gwvers for the Kah age and those
prolubitions are sct out 1n Kahvar|yaprakarann The ment of
this repealing and decl r has been the subject
af controversy and on those rules of prohibition rest many ortho
dox usages unquestianed n [ndia for 5000 years What 1s the
real basis of these prnhlblhonsq This chapter discusses the rules
mn the hght of of nterp: and distingur
shing them as prasa;ya‘prahshcdha and not paryudasa shows a
way for a reasonable look at the precepts of sastras

The next chapter 1s on the caste system What
does Jau mean? Jau 13 Varna Is fau determined by guna
and karma and not by the mere accident of bith?  Alhed to
this enquiry 1s a learned disquisttion on the ongin of Jat on
pravara and gotra all replete with a collanon and elucidation of
the ancient anthanties  In this 1s mcluded the question of temple
eniry for avarnns  There are here copious references to srutis
smntis and agamas and to ayurveda and silpa on the naturc of
the sanchity predicated for temples and deities installed n them
and on the need for the preservation of their spintual energy by
avoudance of polluton which may be caused by the entry of
persons Which the Agamas prohibit by expression  All that can

be said for and agamst the proposed emaucipation of avarnas
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has been sand 1n this chapter and that embraces the citation of
authonties that prescribe the region of social antercourse  between
savamnas and avaroas m the country . such for instance 15 the
desciiption of the location and consteuction of rural wells that
can be used by the community without reatriction

Next comes the chapter on Suddhi or punficanan  Puri-
fication 13 considered under two heads one by mtation of
orafyas namely, those savarnas who have faled to have upa
nayanam at theappointed age and two by the rescue of pafitas,
that1s those Hindus who have Fallen from the fold of this religion
by priar conversion or illegal relations It 1s conversion that 1
the object of the suddhi movement The text of Devala on which
the views of Dr Kurtuko are bused m favour of these reforms of

temples 13 discussed and tho of Sulapans are exammned
The of Hlios of Brahmns 1 lastly described
and deter d A bly of Dh haryas (Teachers

of Dharma) which cau be the only gude to the commumty in
matters of doubt and cxpedicncy

The last chapter 1s on Vivaha (marmage) That embra
ces a discussion of the texts (oft quoted) that prolubst or {are
said to) permit retnarriage of savarna widows) the recognion of
the condonsation of the penod of four or five days forthe ritual
of the marnage ceremony that has-been recently’in vogue m
many parts of India and the condirons precedent for martal
relat among bers of sut of the same varna this
lastbeing based onthe rule yotra kanye foirs havih meamng
where there 18 1nterdining there 13 marmage

It 13 not possible i a foreword to restate all that has been
s0 ably and fauly said by three eminent ~avants of sanskrit learn-
ing one of each Presidency Bengal Bombsy and Madeas aad
that 15 propped by the prefatary mtraduction of St Panchanaca
Tarkaratna whom all India holds 1 reversnce  Itis sufficient
to say that coming on the eve of the assemblage of Pandits in
Madras mn two great Panishads during this month this worle will
help an casy on the great probl that are at present
osallating Hindy society

Calentl
15th 3;‘:; g.937 } M, Krishnamacharya
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